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SAARC AGREEMENT ON RAPID RESPONSE TO NATURAL DISASTERS

The Member States of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), comprising the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, the Kingdom of Bhutan, the Republic of India, the Republic of Maldives, Nepal,

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
hereinafter referred to as the Parties:

Reaffirming their commitment to the objectives and principles of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) as enshrined in its Charter;

Cc erned at the increasing frequency and scale of natural disasters in the South Asjan
,,Z-'f,*gjﬁn and their damaging impacts both short-term and long-term;
Reiterating the commitment of the SAARC Comprehensive Framework on Disaster
Management to develop an efficient disaster management system which professionalizes
disaster management system and strengthens emergency response system in the Region;

Guided by the Declaration of Fifteenth SAARC Summit to cre
Response Mechanism to adopt a coordinated and planned appr
and humanitarian assistance in emergencies arising out of natura

ate a Natural Disaster Rapid
oach to provide timely relicf
| disasters;

Convinced that the regional cooperation on disaster response should he institutionalized
through an Agreement among the Member States:

Have agreed as follows:

PART A - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article I
{ Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement:

1. “Assisting Party” means a State that renders

assistance to a Requesting Party in the
event of a disaster emergency.

2, “Competent Authorities” means one or more eniities designated and aut

: horized by
each Party to act on its behalf in the implementation of this Agreement.

3. “Natural Disaster” (hereinafter

serious disruption of the functioning o
human, material, economic or environmental loss
the affected community or society to cope using i

“Disaster”) mcans a natural hazard event
[a communily or a sociely involving w
es and impacts, which exceeds the
Is own resources,

causing
idespread
ability of




4. “Disasler management” means the range ol activities, prior to, during and afler the
disasters, designed to maintain control over disasters and (o provide a framework for helping
at-risk persons and/or communities to avoid, minimize or recover from the impact of the
disasters.

3 “Head of Assistance Operation” is the designated person of Assisting Party who shall
exercise such supervision in cooperation with the competent authorities of the Requesting
Party.

0. “National Focal Point” means an entity/entitics designated and authorized by cach
Party to receive, transmit and exchange information pursuant to the provisions of this
Agreement.

7. “Member State” means a Member Country of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

8. “Requesting Party” means a Party that requests assistance from another Party or
Parties in the event of a disaster emergency.

9. “Response™ 11eans provision of assistance during or immediately afler a disaster to
reduce loss of life and assets and provide humanitarian assistance in the alfected area. Such
response should be for a period as agreed upon by Assisting and Requesting Parties.

Article 11
Objective

The objective of this Agreement is to provide effe tive regional mechanisms for rapid
response to disasters to achieve substantial reduction of disaster losses in lives and in the
social, economic and environmental assets of the Partics, and to Jointly respond to disaster
emergencies through concerted national effurts aud intensit'ed regional cooperation based on
the Principles outlined in Article 111

Artic.e 11
P'rinciples

The Parties shall be guided by the following rrinziples in the implementation of this
Agreement: '

1. Each affected Party shall have th: primary rrmonsthitity 1o respond to disasters
occurring withi its territory and external assistance shi | only e provided upon the request
and with the censent of the affected Party.

Z. The Requesting Party shall exercise the ovcwll direction, coordination and
supervision of the assistance within its territory.

3. The sovereignty, territorial integrity and national wnity of the Parties shall be
respected, in accordance with the SAARC Charter in the impl nentation of this Agreement.

4. The Sceretary General of SAARC, (hereinafter referres o as Secretary General) shall
be the overall coordinator of the Rapid Response Mechani v in accordancs with this
Agreement. The Secretary General may utilize the expertise of ¢ ting SAARC mechanisms
and institutions including the SAARC Disaster Management Cen (SDMC) in the discharge

2

iSuatic ey st







	s.pdf

